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A Study Devotional 





Time 

Description 

Action 

5:00am-5:30am 

Praising His awesomeness in the cool of 
the morning breeze and Dedicating of the 
day's activity. You may decide to do it 
outside to feel the cool morning breeze 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00am-9:05am 

Read a Psalm of praise back to Him. Tell 

Him what you feel for Him in adoration 
and total submission 

Praise 

12:00noon - 12:30pm 

It is noontime - half of the workday is gone. 
Tell Him thank you for allowing you cross 
over to the other half of the workday. Thank 
Him for all that transpired while you worked 

Prayer/Praise 

4:00pm-4:05pm 

Read another Psalms of Praise 

Praise 

6:00pm - 6:30pm 

Thank Him for the day. You are probably 
now at home. Call the family together or a 
neighbour and worship Him together 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00pm - 9:05pm 

Read a Psalms of praise after which you 
should take a rest while reading your bible 
and meditating 

Praise 

11:55pm - 12:30am 

Thank Him for allowing you to see a new 
day and take control of the new day 

Prayer/Praise 
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It is a good thing that this year has gradually come to an end, and we are 
grateful to the Lord for bringing us this far. In the beginning of this year, 
we indeed aspired to achieve so much success. In all, we can count our 
successes thus far, even if there are some ugly incidents that occurred, yet 
we count it all joy to have been left to see the brightness of the morning 
sky each breaking day. The context for this devotional is aimed at 
preparing our hearts for the coming year, while thanking God for this 
ending year. It is framed with a mindset of looking deeply into the events 
that occupied us throughout the year and asking ourselves several 
questions while the things happened the way they did, and what lessons 
have been learnt. We will look through our phone numbers to see how 
many of those we have their numbers are relevant to our aspiration for the 
coming year. We will also take time to thank those who were there for us 
spiritually and materially. One key reflection we must have, is on 
evangelism - how many souls did we bring to the Lord? How much of 
those souls are still serving the Lord? Finally, you should be proud that 
someone is alive today because you were there for him or her. This 
December devotional is filled with reflective questions. I pray that the Lord 
encourages you with His zealous spirit to complete each day of this 
devotional in His glory. Shalom 

Pastor Oghenethoja Umuteme 

Btech (Mar. Engrg); MSc (Oil & Gas Engrg); 

MSc (Organisational Psychology); 

MBS (Biblical Studies); MTS (Theological Studies), 

MTh (Theology); M.Div. (Divinity); 

Th.D. (Theology); PhD (Mech. Engrg - in view) 



Su Mo Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu We 

Th Fr Sa 

1 DEC 
|2019 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 11 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 



A Mountain Brought Down by ©race 

Who art thou, 0 great mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it - Zechariah 4:7 


W e will not understand the 
intention of God in the above 
anchor verse for today's 
devotional until we understand what 
mountains represent in the Bible. Aside the 
fact that mountains are often used 
figuratively to signify the peace, love and 
protection of God towards mankind, it is 
also used to signify the obstructive forces 
of darkness. And, this last meaning is what 
the book of Zechariah refers to above. It 
was time to build the house of God, and a 
great mountain - in the form of human 
oppositions arose to thwart their efforts. 
But, the anointing of the Lord was upon 
Zerubbabel, and that was enough to bring 
down the might of the opposition. Now, let 
us see the context of usage above - 
“...before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain...” This is also similarto the usage in 
Luke 11:22-23, where Jesus encouraged 
His disciples to live a life of faith: “...Have 
faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things which he 
saith shall come to pass; he shall have 
whatsoever he saith.” For Zerubbabel, he 
only needed to shout “grace, grace" for the 
mountain to become a plain. In James 4:3, 
we are told the reason we might not have 
received answers to our quest - “Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 


ye may consume it upon your lusts.” You 
might have wondered why your prayers 
and desires where not met this year. You 
might have questioned God for reasons 
why some occurrences happened to you 
that made you want to question faith 
altogether. Yet, the word of God is true. We 
only receive answers to our prayers when 
the quest is to champion the course of the 
gospel. You don't pray for a house because 
you want a shelter over your head, but 
because you want to use the testimony as 
an instrument for soul winning. You don't 
buy a car because you want to drive one, 
but so it can aid you in soul winning. You 
don't have children because others are 
mocking you, but so that you can raise 
children of moral upbringing untothe Lord. 
For all these, you need grace and faith, and 
the Lord will honour your request. Let your 
desire be in the purpose and plan of God - 
there is the secret to answered prayers. 

Faith confession: Now that I understand 
howto ask from the Lord, by tying my needs 
to His plan and purpose for the universe, I 
see my prayers coming to pass henceforth. 

Let us pray: Lord - 1 rest my hope and trust 
in your saving grace. Let my faith in your 
word, and my labour in your vineyard bring 
me to the height of great success. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms63:3-5 
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ii he Bediroelc of Success 


Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding 
put forth her voice? Proverbs 8:1 


A s we continue from yesterday's 
devotional through the remaining 
days of this month, we will take 
time to learn about what is needed to 
become successful in life. We need to first 
understand that the Lord is interested in 
our prosperity (Psa. 35:27). Hence, in the 
next 24 days, our anchor verses will be from 
Proverbs 8:1-30. First, how did Solomon 
become so prosperous? We get this from 1 
Kings 4:29, “And God gave Solomon 
wisdom and understanding exceeding 
much, and largeness of heart, even as the 
sand that is on the sea shore.” Now, back to 
our anchor verse above, we will see that the 
verse is not just talking of an inanimate 
object as “wisdom cry and understanding 
utter her voice.” Isaiah 30:21, is the closest 
explanation to what “wisdom and 
understanding” represented above - “And 
thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, 
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it..." We 
take a look again at 1 Corinthians 1:24, 
“Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God...” Here, we see that the source of 
wisdom and power to succeed is from 
Christ. Again, 1 John 5:20, says “...the Son 
of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding...” You see that? Everything 
we need emanates from Him. As rendered 
in the New International version (NIV) in 
Colossians 1:9, Paul's sincere prayer was 
captured thus - “We continually ask God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his will 
through all the wisdom and understanding 


that the Spirit gives...” So, wisdom and 
understanding comes from the Lord by the 
Spirit of God. It therefore goes to explain 
that those who do not have the spirit of God 
crying in their hearts-and proclaiming the 
grace of God, cannot succeed in life. Our 
relationship with the Lord, should 
transcend mere wishes. It should become 
more of a petitioning, provided we have 
acted in response to the directives of the 
Lord, which we receive through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the spirit 
of the Lord gives. As seen from the anchor 
verse, ourgrowth in life is related to how we 
observe the things ofthe Lord and put forth 
our hearts to harken to His bidding. Are you 
listening to the voice ofthe Lord? Have you 
heard Him lately? Are you expecting Him to 
talkto you by Hisspirittoday?This is where 
liesyoursuccess. 

Faith confession: I am willing to keep my 
heart right to hear the voice ofthe Lord. I am 
ready to walk in line with the wisdom and 
understanding that the Holy Spirit gives me 
daily. 

Let us pray: Lord - in you do I cast my hope 
of success. Please - do not shut me out of 
your presence. I need your wisdom and 
understanding daily to empower me to 
succeed. Amen 

Meditation: Isaiah 1:18-20 
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She standeth in the top of high places, by the way- 
in the places of the paths. Proverbs 8:2 


Y esterday, we talked much about 
depending on the voice of the Lord to 
succeed as Solomon did. Today, our 
anchor verse tells us where the voice will 
come from-“top of high places by the way in 
the places of the paths." There is a clue in the 
last statement here: the places of the paths. 
You see, we do not just read scripture 
passages without looking for statements 
that points to where to find the Lord and 
what to do to please Him. God is everywhere, 
yet the Lord is not found everywhere. As 
Abraham soughtthefaceofthe Lord, Hewas 
relocated from His people (Gen. 12). When it 
was time for the Lord to protect and bless 
Jacob, He was instructed to move to Bethel 
(Gen. 31:13). In the days of prophet Samuel, 
the people usually sacrificed upon a high 
place unto the Lord (1 Samuel 9:12-13). I love 
the last statement in 1 Samuel 9:13, “...Now 
therefore get you up; for about this time ye 
shall find him." Saul was about to meet with 
his destiny of becoming the first king of 
Israel unknown to him. A meeting with the 
man of God was a prerequisite to make this 
happen. Saul was not privy to what was 
going on, but the Lord did it in such a way 
that he has to seek answer from Prophet 
Samuel about the lost assess of his father. 
You do not cry over your disappointments. 
Lift up your face towards the source of your 
glory. If you are led to see a man of God - then 
do it. If you are led to pray- do it. If you are led 
to sleep at noon time-do it. Our relationship 
with God is a peculiar one. We grow in His 
mercy and we need to keep hearing His voice 


of direction to sustain His mercy. Now, to our 
anchor verse. The top of the high places 
represents our places of worship - a place 
where you will find a servant ora man of God 
lifting up prayers, praises and worship unto 
the Lord. These are what we call incense. 
The man of God must be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and this you can know as you hear 
him speak. Our words carry the intentions of 
the spirit working in us. The “places of the 
paths” was a description by Solomon to let 
others know where He got the answer to his 
prayers. In Solomon's time - there where 
several high places (mountains) where 
people sacrificed just as we have many 
places of worship today. People usually 
trooped to the wrong altars, so Solomon was 
using His testimony to tell others, where the 
Lord answered Him, and how to get there. Is 
this how you also direct others to your place 
of worship - where the Lord answered and 
restored you? Are you proud to lead others to 
this mountain of faith? 

Faith confession: I will use mytestimony to 
lead others to where they will hear the voice 
of the Lord and become restored. 

Let us pray: Lord- I pray for your unfailing 
mercy and grace. Help metocontinually use 
my testimony to win souls and to bring them 
toyouraltar, where you restored me. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 86:9-13; Matthew 
10:27; Isaiah 55:6 
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She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city 
at the coming in at the cloors. Proverbs 8:3 


W e make mistakes because we did 
not listen to the voice of caution 
from the Lord. I have heard 
believers saying that they prayed to the Lord 
for a direction, and yet still experience 
mishaps. We are discussing this important 
part of our relationship with the Lord, 
because we do not want to have the same 
ugly occurrences, we had this year in 2020. 
The voice of instruction and warning 
happens as we are about to venture into a 
relationship, business or take our journey 
into a city. So, if you are praying for a leading, 
it is important to ask the Lord what you will 
encounter, the people you will meet, what 
you will gain, the challenges you will meet, 
etc. We often ask wrongly. We only want the 
Lord to favour us, and not willing to hear the 
voice of warning. Before you step into the 
gate of a company, church, school, or any 
establishment, always listen to the voice of 
the Lord. As you land at the airport or 
approach the boundary of a city - ask the 
Lord what awaits you in the city. As you step 
into someone's house - before the door, ask 
for the voice of guidance and warning. We 
can see now that aside hearing the voice of 
the Lord in your places of worship - He is 
armed with wisdom and understanding by 
His holy spirit to give you guidance before 
you step into the town, city, company, house, 
etc. If you ignore His voice, or do not give 
regard to His warnings, why blame Him later 
when you are in trouble. Are you willing to 
cancel that business trip at His wish? Are you 
willing to call-off a marriage engagement 
when the Lord says no? Are you ready to 


resign from your job, when the Lord says it's 
time to move on? Will you be willing to halt 
that investment when the Lord says the coast 
is not clear? Can you walk out of a church 
when you do not sense the spirit of God? In 
some cases, the Lord might want us to walk 
out of a situation, yet this is when we are 
fasting and praying for the Lord to make 
things right. This is what Revelations 18:4, is 
saying - “And I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues.” You don't 
marry a sinner, who is still under the curse 
upon Adam and Eve, and expect peace in 
your marriage. You do work in a company on 
evil foundation and expect to have good 
health and enjoy your salary in peace. You 
must have to come out as the Lord leads. Do 
not allow the fear of tomorrow grip you once 
you have heard from the Lord. The voice is 
there - at the gates, as you enter the city, at 
the doors etc. Never start a business without 
hearing from the Lord. Hear well and Live it 
well. 

Faith confession: I am ready to follow the 
promptings of the Lord in every decision I 
take. 

Let us pray: Lord guide me with your voice. 
Quicken me to listen to your voice whenever I 
am about to take a decision, visit someone or 
travel into another town, city or country. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Acts 10:1-22 
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Unto you, 0 men, 1 call; and my voice 
is to the sons of man. Proverbs 8:4 


I am not comfortable when a man keep 
disturbing his wife for direction all the 
time. I am not saying that a man cannot 
discuss, plan and take a decision with the 
support of his wife. All I am saying is that, the 
clue to live a prosperous life is often handed 
to men and not women. A home where the 
man is disconnected from the Lord is a home 
that experiences chaos and poverty. In the 
anchor verse, we hear the spirit of the Lord 
saying that He gives wisdom and 
understanding to the sons of man. This is the 
headship of the man explained by Paul, in I 
Corinthians 11:3, “...the head of every man is 
Christ; and the head of the woman is the 
man; and the head of Christ is God." Here, 
Paul expressly says that it is ideal for the 
husband to hear from the Lord before the 
woman. Yet, we see a husband blaming the 
wife when things go wrong in the home - 
when he fails in every business, for instance. 
The man sets the rules in the home with the 
leading of the Lord, and not on the advice of 
his friends, who might be ungodly. I have 
seen that while many women are trying to 
discover their place in the Lord, and very 
enthusiastic in serving Him, the so-called 
men are busy drinking and insulting God. Be 
it known that the Lord is willing to speak to 
every man that humbles himself before Him. 
I have also seen men with the kind of egoand 
pride that can only lead to failure. They are 
not willing to serve and be submissive to 
those who could guide them on the right 
path of glory. The moment they make little 
money, they become mountains that cannot 


be approached. The voice of the Lord is 
calling out to men - to the sons of men, to 
yield their hearts to the Lord, rather than join 
cults and destroy their lives. The voice of 
wisdom is here. It doesn't matter how much 
mistakes you have made. Let your life reveal 
the glory of God. Come unto Him - and He 
will give you rest. Then, you start to build a 
relationship with Him - a relationship that 
will become founded in trust and hope of a 
better future in His name. I encourage all 
men to know that the day they disconnect 
from the spring of life in Christ, they will 
becomeacurse untotheirfamily and society. 
This was what happened to Jonah - as long 
as he was in the ship, the vessel was heading 
for destruction until he was thrown into the 
sea to fulfil the bidding of the Lord. If you are 
a man reading this devotional, and things 
hasn't been alright with you - meet the Lord 
and surrender wholeheartedly unto Him. 
There is no solution outside Christ. 

Faith confession: I am willing to meet with 
the Lord, to repent of my ways and askfor His 
enduring forgiveness. I am also ready to 
serve Him in whatever capacity hedemands. 

Let us pray: Oh Lord - let your everlasting 
glory draw men to you. Let my heart desire 
continually be where you want me to be, and 
to become whom you want me to become. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Jonah 1:1-16; Matthew 11:28- 
30; Matthew 6:33 
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0 ye simple, understand wisdom: 
and, re fools, be ye of an understanding heart - Proverbs 8:5 


T he “simple" are those who show no 
interest in anything in life. 
Sometimes, we refer to them as easy 
going. They are those who are often silent in 
a meeting and will support whatsoever idea 
is brought to the table. They usually do not 
argue with the status quo, not because they 
are comfortable, but because they lack 
wisdom. They are also not good at spending 
- they are often cheated in a business deal. 
They are those referred to as zombie. The 
“simple” are willing to learn, just that they 
do not apply wisdom in their decisions. The 
fools are those who are too proud to know 
they have a fault, since they “...despise 
wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:17). They 
keep disgracing themselves in whatsoever 
they do, without really caring whether they 
make mistakes or not. Many are where they 
are today - not making a progressive 
headway in life because they are either 
simple - caring less about life or foolish - 
taking actions without proper 
consideration. Now, we will take some more 
scripture verses to explain the problem of 
the “simple" and of the “foolish.” The 
solution to their problem is already in the 
anchor verse. The “simple" needs to 
understand wisdom and apply it daily, while 
the “fool” need to ask questions and 
become humble to learn until he or she is 
filled with an understanding heart. Proverbs 
1:22, says - “How long, ye simple ones, will 
ye love simplicity?” Meaning, that the 
“simple" lives an “I don't care” kind of life - 
that is, anything goes, or anything is 


possible. It is this “I don't care life” that 
finally render the “simple” of no value to 
society. Hence, scripture says in Proverbs 
1:32, “For the turning away of the simple 
shall slay them,...” They are those who 
adjust to any condition just to put food on 
their table. They keep telling you they are 
waiting on the Lord to answer their prayers 
whereas they are not making any effort to do 
anything meaningful. In the same Proverbs 
1:32, scripture says of the “fool,” ... the 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them.” 
While will the “fool” be destroyed in their 
prosperity? It is because they talk too much. 
Their arrogance and ill-attitude will make 
them step on the toes of the wicked. This is 
why Jesus says, in Matthew 11:29-“...learn 
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart...” 
While, people are willing to keep the simple 
around them to keep sending them menial 
errands, no one wants a foolish person 
around them. In all, these sets of people will 
always remain poor. They are those easily 
deceived by mischief making seers and 
soothsayers. 

Faith confession: May I not live a life of not 
knowing myleftfrom my right. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, I am willing to learn 
of you and apply your wisdom daily in 
whatsoever that I do. Give me a heart of 
understanding to discern truth from falsity. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs 11:29; Proverbs 12:15 
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Hear; for I will speak of excellen t th ings; 
and the opening of my lips shall be right things. Proverbs 8:6 


T he spirit of the Lord speaks excellent 
things. The Holy Spirit does not 
curse people but blesses those that 
follows the bidding of the Lord and do what 
the Lord ask them to do with right things. 
This is why I am not comfortable with die by 
fire prayers and holy ghost fire. Of course, 
the Lord goes before us with the fire of His 
Spirit. Yet, it is more important to receive the 
excellent and right things from the Lord, 
than to pray for our enemies to die. Daniel 
was filled with the glory of the Lord, and he 
was ten times better than his colleagues. 
Why? Scripture says he had an excellent 
spirit in him. This is the words of wisdom 
from the holy spirit. You cannot hear the 
Lord and remain the same. As we enter into 
2020, this thought should occupy your mind. 
If the Lord is in it, His grace will be available. 
If the Lord approves it, His will is enough to 
sustain you through the dark shadows of 
the valley. This is why David said, in Psalms 
23:4-“Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me." What did David meant by “thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me?” This is 
the instructions of caution and guidance we 
mentioned in day 4, when scripture says in 
Proverbs 8:3, “She crieth at the gates, at the 
entry of the city, at the coming in at the 
doors." The Lord will always warn us ahead 
of time, and also give us good tidings by His 
spirit. From this day, you shall live in the 
excellency of wisdom. Your heart shall be 


filled with divine instructions of glad 
tidings. When Jesus was born, the Angels 
said to the Shephard in the field, in Luke 
2:10 - “...I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” Can we see 
a resemblance with the anchor verse here? 
The Lord is here to give you good news. Set 
your heart to receive the good news and 
stop thinking about the failures of 
yesterday. What matters now is the good 
news. And the good news is that you are 
born to blossom (Psa. 21:5). Also, in Luke 
2:14, scripture says - “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men." Did you see that again? Peace 
is here! The good will of the Lord towards 
men is here also. Embrace the Lord nowand 
begin to enjoy your own peace and good will 
from the throne of perfection and justice. 
Never again, will enemies hunt your life and 
succeed. Never again, will you fail in life. 
The glad tidings of the Lord is here to enrich 
you mightily. 

Faith confession: I live by the goodwill of 
the Lord towards me. I am filled with the 
wisdom of life. My life shall continue to glow 
and glory in the wisdom of the Lord. 

Let us pray: Let your everlasting peace fill 
my soul oh Lord. Let my intentions be 
guided by your divine wisdom. Encourage 
my soul to continually seek after you. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms21:1-13 
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Overcoming Wickedness in om Lives 


For my mouth shall speak truth; 
and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. Proverbs 8:7 


W e learn daily from the Lord and 
His spirit. If we must overcome 
wickedness, we must equally 
hate wicked ness. The anchor verse says that 
the mouth of the Lord is filled with truth and 
that wickedness is an abomination to His 
lips. Have we spoken the truth and we are 
not free? What is the truth? Scripture tells us 
the truth, in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” Running 
around in search for freedom from every 
other source is living in deceit. This is what 
the Lord says in John 10:8, “All that ever 
came before me are thieves and robbers: but 
the sheep did not hear them.” As you 
continue to hear the voice of the Lord, 
through His words you will begin to 
experience peace, as He promised in, 
John14:27, “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” You have 
peace now - dwell in His peace and stop 
bordering yourself with the rantings of the 
devil or the horror dreams you had. The more 
you learn of Him, the more you reject the 
advice of the devil. The spiritual realm work 
with humans through communication. You 
keep hearing voices telling you what to do. 
Sometimes, these voices take over your 
entire mind and fill your heart with evil 
thoughts. But, if the word of the Lord fills 
your heart, the devil will have no choice but 
to avoid you. If you want to be free, also avoid 


the acts of wickedness. Unforgiveness is 
wickedness. Lying is wickedness. Cheating 
is wickedness. Disobeying the Ten 
Commandments is wickedness. In Job 27:4, 
scripture says. - “My lips shall not speak 
wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.” 
Can we see why Job rose to greater heights 
again, despite what the devil did to him? You 
know who lives in your heart through what 
you think mostly. If you envy others, you are 
dining with the devil. Jesus says that envy 
manifest as evil eye and leads to spiritual 
darkness-“But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness!” (Mat. 6:23). You speak the 
truth when you preach the good news and 
live by what you preach. We speak the truth 
when we give honour to the Lord in the midst 
of unbelievers. King David reckon in Psalms 
21:5, “His glory is great in thy salvation: 
honour and majesty hast thou laid upon 
him.” This is what the Lord is keeping for 
everyone who avoid lies and wickedness. 

Faith confession: I am ready to preach the 
gospel and practice what I preach to become 
free from a I ife of deceit and wickedness. 

Let us pray: Lord! enrich my heart with your 
kindness, and let your salvation deliver me 
from deceits and wickedness. Guide my 
tongue to speak glad tidings always. Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Peter 4:11; 1John4:1-6 
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All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; 
there is nothing froward or perverse in them. Proverbs 8:8 


T here is one reason Jesus advised the 
disciples not to bother about what 
they will say when accosted, as the 
mouth to speak and the wisdom in the word 
will be given at the right time (Luke 21:14- 
15). We can see the kindness of the Lord 
demonstrated before us. We are not 
expected to struggle, if He is the one 
speaking in us. This is why we must wait on 
the Lord to guide what we say to others - 
even in job interviews. As you hear - so you 
speak. No one will ever say no to you, as long 
as the Lord is speaking through you. Even, 
Moses had to wait on what the Lord says he 
should tell Pharaoh before He proceeded. 
The disciples also said exactly what the lord 
told them to say when they went to bring the 
donkey that He rode on to Jerusalem. Your 
tongue becomes righteous when it is the 
Lord speaking through you (2 Sam. 23:2). 
This is very keyto howfarwe will grow in life. 
Miracles happen when He speaks through 
you. Breakthroughs happen when His spirit 
fill out souls with His demands and 
intentions. This is why He said we must ask 
in His name,and notinany other name-but 
in His name (Mark 16:17-18). Now, let us go 
back to what the Lord expects should come 
out of our mouth. Our mouth must not speak 
words that are froward. What are froward 
words? This word used in the anchor verse, 
is an old English word which simply means 
wilful disobedience. Such words like - “why 
should I serve the Lord when He has refused 
to bless me," or am I the only one in the 
church that pastor will be calling to send 


errands, etc. Perverse is another word that is 
mentioned in the anchor verse. Perverse 
words are words that shows that one is 
stubborn and hard-hearted towards the 
things of God. These two words indicates 
arrogance. Anyone who speak such words 
can never experience the glory of the Lord. 
We can only attain the state of not speaking 
against the Lord, when He is the one guiding 
our thoughts. This is very important to us as 
believers. We do not own the life we live; 
therefore, we should also allow the Lord to 
guide our thoughts and decisions. If we are 
for Him, then we should allow Him to be in 
charge. This was David's secret as we can 
see from Psalms 23:2,3: “...he leadeth me 

beside the still waters.he leadeth me in 

the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake.” You see the last statement there? The 
Lord is ready to give us our heart desires for 
His name's sake. If you can be on His side 
today, you will not regret your service to 
Him. 

Faith confession: The Lord shall fill my 
mouth with words of righteousness and not 
words of vain glory. I am filled with the 
wisdom of the Lord. My glory and greatness 
issure. 

Let us pray: In your name, oh Lord do I cast 
my heart desires. Help my mouth to speak 
words that glorifies your name in the midst 
of unbelievers. Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs 10:20; James3:6 
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They (the words of the Lord) are all plain to him that understandeth, 
and right to them that find knowledge. Proverbs 8:9 


J esus encouraged us to seek after His 
wisdom and the knowledge of God. 
Knowledge is not laid down on the 
street for everyone to see, but hidden as 
secrets for only the wise to find. This is the 
reason why those who succeed are those 
who keep pressing towards the mark of 
success - be it in ministry or in their private 
life. Saint Paul rightly say in Philippians 3:14, 
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Is this 
how we follow the Lord too? Saint Paul 
advised Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth." This singular 
scripture says it all about how Paul achieved 
great success. He was filled with knowledge. 
Before he was arrested by the Lord, he was 
already sound in the scriptures of the Old 
Testament. When we have the right 
knowledge, there is no way we will be 
deceived by those perambulating 
themselves as Christ, whereas they are 
devils in white apparels. The more we follow 
the Lord, the more He reveals Himself to us, 
and the more life becomes easy to live. This 
was why He promised the disciples that he 
will never live them as orphans-John 14:18, 
“I will not leave you comfortless: I will come 
to you." He comforts us by His word. The 
words we hear and receive into our hearts, 
becomes the knowledge that binds us to His 
glorious promises. In the anchor verse 
above, we are made to understand that the 
words of wisdom from the Lord are only plain 


- meaning, can only make sense to him that 
has understanding. You see, understanding 
only comes by deep search for knowledge. 
We say that one plus one is equal to two. The 
simple ends here. But the one seeking 
understanding go further to explain why one 
plus might not just be two. We read in 
Deuteronomy 32:30, “How should one chase 
a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight, except their Rock had sold them, and 
the Lord had shut them up?” This is how the 
power of the Lord comes upon those who 
have understanding. As also explained in the 
anchor verse, the word of the Lord can only 
make sense to those who find knowledge, 
and this is why one can chase a thousand 
and two can put ten thousand to flight. If you 
can go ahead with that decision with the 
understanding that the Lord is behind you to 
make things right, then you are on your way 
to greatness. Don't forget - with God, all 
things are possible. 

Faith confession: I am ready to live by the 
knowledge of the Lord. I am willing to dig 
deep into the meaning of life. I am ready to 
search the scriptures to discover the 
promises of God. 

Let us pray: Let my focus continually be on 
you Lord. Encourage my spirit to keep 
depending on you. Help my inner spirit to 
celebrate your goodness for me. Restore my 
joy inyou. Amen 

Meditation: Hosea 4:6; Proverbs 1:29-31 
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Going After the INJeecllfc 


Receive my instruction, and not silver; 
and knowledge rather than choice gold. Proverbs 8:10 


O ne thing is needful in life, that 
becomes the point of attraction 
for the favour and blessings of 
God. In today's anchor verse the need to 
receive guidance is paralleled with the 
quest for silver and gold. Usually, even in 
school students are quick to tell you they 
are in school to get a certificate so they can 
become employed. In the course of their 
studies, few actually take out time to be 
with their books. Intheend, many come out 
with bad grades that affects them in job 
hunting. Some end up relying on 
recommendations from their uncles, 
fathers, or family friends to be employed 
because they cannot compete favourably 
in job interviews. Then, gradually they 
become fed up with where they work and 
cannot move out because they had bad 
grades while in school. If we bring this over 
to how many leads their life in the Lord, we 
will see that they are in church to look for 
money or get a job or get a husband or wife 
to marry. In the end, they become empty 
without the word of God dwelling richly in 
them, that once they face the tempest of 
life, they become weakened to profess their 
faith and sustain the grace of the Lord. 
Grace comes when you are weak to carry 
on with the burden of life provided you are 
in the Lord. This is why the Lord spoke to 
Paul in his ordeal thus, “For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength 


is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:8- 
9). Yesterday we mentioned that Paul's 
strength in ministry was highly dependent 
on both the instruction and the knowledge 
of God. In Galatians 1:12, we read of how he 
confirmed that he received instructions 
from the Lord - “For I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” The Lord also 
confirmed that Peter received instruction 
from heaven - “Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 16:17). The word of the 
Lord is more than all the dollars and 
pounds we pray for. It isthe revelation of the 
Lord that makes your heart to become 
firmed on the promises of the Lord. The 
more we look unto Jesus - the more we 
exercise the grace of the Lord in 
whatsoever we do. 

Faith confession: My heart shall seek after 
the instructions of the Lord. I am ready to 
wait to hear from the Lord before going 
ahead with any decision. 

Let us pray: Let my heart continue to 
depend on you Lord. Help me to seek you 
early before I take any decision. I will wait 
on you today and always to hear from you. 
Amen 

Meditation: 1 Samuel 2:3 
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A Date# with Wisdom 


For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may 
be desired are not to be compared to it. Proverbs 8:11 


R ubies was once a choice money like 
dollars and pounds in ancient 
times. It was the desire oftherichto 
have more and more rubies as they equally 
stored golds and silver. It means that those 
who have rubies where the choicest 
millionaires in their time. Yet, we are told 
again that wisdom is better than riches. 
Wisdom is one word that we keep hearing 
and many still ask what is wisdom? In its 
simple sense, wisdom is the ability to give the 
right answer that can solve a problem. Those 
who are wise do not talk always, because 
they are always searching for the right 
solution to every problem that comes their 
way. They usually do not complain. They are 
those who many run to teach them about the 
issues of life. They become counsellors, 
advisors or mentors. Usually, people think 
that with old age comes wisdom to guide the 
younger generation. These days, this is not 
the case as many who are having grey hairs 
never spent time to seek knowledge. In our 
modern day, we can say that the right 
education can increase our wisdom, since 
wisdom is related to problem solving. There 
are mechanics with the wisdom to put cars in 
order and skilful painters with the wisdom to 
choose good colours and make our houses 
beautiful. We know those with the right 
wisdom by their approach to problems of life. 
Scripture says in Proverbs 14:1, “Every wise 
woman buildeth her house: but the foolish 
plucketh it down with her hands.” Meaning, 
any marriage where the wife is foolish will 
always experience chaos. Also, Ecclesiastes 
7:19 says - “Wisdom strengtheneth the wise 


more than ten mighty men which are in the 
city.” Meaning, a man's success in life is 
dependent on wisdom. Wisdom come to 
those who seek knowledge with all their 
heart. This is what Solomon said in 
Ecclesiastes 7:25, “I applied mine heart to 
know, and to search, and to seek out 
wisdom...” This is what we do when we study 
our bibles. We ask questions in Sunday 
schools. We attend school of ministry. There 
are deep secrets that you need to live a better 
life. It is your duty to find them out (Eccl. 7:24; 
Deut. 29:29). This is why a teacher of the 
sound doctrine of the Lord is your spectacle 
into the deep things of God. Hence, Paul says 
in, 1 Corinthians 4:9, “...for we are made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and 
to men.” Meaning, you also need to know 
about the world, angels and men. Solomon 
studied humans until he found out that out of 
1000 men, only one was faithful and for 
women - none out of 1000 (Eccl. 7:28). You too 
can study your friends, relatives, workplace 
colleagues, etc. 

Faith confession: I am encouraged to study 
more about the problems of life and the 
solutions to them. I will increase my 
knowledge of God as I study my Bible. 

Let us Pray: Lord! give me the mind and 
strength to keep studying your word. Help me 
to also gain more knowledge about the 
problems of the world and the solutions to 
them. Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs 24:3-5 
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How to System Wisdom 


I wisdom dwell with prudence, 
and find out knowledge of witty inventions. Proverbs 8:12 


I n today's devotional, we can see that 
through wisdom we can actually 
discover the hidden plots and 
agendas of men against us. This is 
possible, because you have spent time to 
study those who come around you. 
Through your observations of their 
actions, you have now known who to 
discuss certain matters of life with. I do 
this all the time. I study people a lot. I use 
my knowledge in psychology to monitor 
the behaviour of others under different 
situations and conditions of life - when 
they are poor and when they finally make 
money. I look for evidences of arrogance, 
pride, rudeness, lying, etc. Now, if you want 
to be highly skilled in applying wisdom in 
all you do in life, especially in decision 
making, you need prudence. This is 
revealed from our anchor verse above, 
when the writer says - “I wisdom dwell 
with prudence...” What is prudence? A 
prudent person is a far-sighted person. 
This kind of person is always looking into 
tomorrow. He or she wants a better life 
tomorrow, so he or she spends time to seek 
the knowledge and wisdom that will make 
it possible. He or she is not someone who 
only say things with his or her mouth, but 
you see the zeal to truly achieve what is 
said in him or her. Job interviewers want to 
see your thoughts for the tutu re. Wisdom is 
futuristic. Wisdom solves the problems of 
tomorrow with the learning from yesterday 
and today. Those who are prudent are 


those who save for the raining day. They 
are those who spend time to plan their lives 
and aimforthe best.They also ensuretheir 
children are well educated morally at 
home and academically. The daughter of a 
prudentfatherand motherwill surely know 
how to cook good meals and manage her 
home when she finally become married. A 
young man of a prudent father and mother 
will equally become successful as a 
husband with the fear of the Lord. Those 
who are not prudent do not care for 
knowledge and wisdom to solve problems. 
They are always complaining and blaming 
others for their problems in life. You hear 
them always blame an uncle or their 
parents for not able to succeed in life. 
Prudence is been careful and cautious. So, 
if we apply the wisdom we acquire 
carefully, we will achieve results that will 
become the envy of all eyes. It is time to 
develop a prudent character and 
behaviour. Avoid wasteful associations. 

Faith confession: I am willing to develop a 
prudent character, and to avoid friends 
who have no good plan for the tutu re. 

Let us pray: Lord, I pray that you help me 
to become far-sighted, and to plan ahead 
always. Give me a visionary spirit and the 
wisdom to succeed always. Amen! 

Meditation: Proverbs 14:8,15 
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The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, 
and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. Proverbs 8: 13 


G radually we are coming to the focus 
of this chapter of the book of 
proverbs. The main focus is the fear 
of the Lord. Now, as we said yesterday, we 
lead a prudent life when we avoid wasteful 
associations. We also said that we can 
sustain the wisdom to live if we develop 
prudent characters and behaviours. Actually, 
what scripture refers to asthefearofthe Lord 
is also captured more explicitly as: respect 
unto all the commandments of the Lord (Psa. 
119:6), respect His ways (Psa. 119:15), 
continuous respect unto His status (Psa. 
119:117). Meaning, those who fear the Lord 
do not live a life outside the perfect will and 
purpose of the Lord. Just like we have the 
driver on the car wheel, so also the Lord 
becomes the driver of the wheel that keeps 
your life on the path of destiny. How do we 
fear the Lord? The anchor verse says that we 
must hate evil. And here, evil is explained to 
include pride, arrogancy, evil way and 
disobedience. Meaning, if we can overcome 
pride, arrogancy, living by evil and 
disobedience to the instructions of God, we 
are actually having the fear of the Lord. Pride 
is evil because it leads to destruction - 2 
Chronicles 26:16, “...his heart was lifted upto 
his destruction...” Those who are proud 
always fall into temptations because they are 
not willing to listen to the voice of caution. 
Arrogancy is the outcome of pride. In 1 
Samuel 2:3, both pride and arrogancy were 
mentioned, “Talk no more so exceeding 
proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your 
mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge,...” 
We can see that those who exhibit both 


characters are those without knowledge 
about howto lead life in the Lord. In 1 Samuel 
2:4-5, scripture tells us that the mighty are 
brought down and others become poor and 
begging to eat because of pride and 
arrogancy. The “evil way” mean to live by evil 
acts -any means of survival that does not 
represent the will of the Lord. Finally, the 
anchor verse mentioned being froward - 
which actually means to be disobedient. The 
above acts are a negligence of the status of 
the Lord and can make the Lord to depart 
from us. This is why it is not hard to know 
those who claim to be Christians yet dwell in 
evil. They are too proud for the Lord to bless 
and are too arrogant to receive the mercy and 
grace of the Lord. They end up living by 
cheating others and stealing from them or 
engaging in actions that continually defiles 
the image of the Lord in them. They are also 
those who disobeys every instruction of the 
Lord, and hate the gospel with all their might. 
Though, they are in church, but do not believe 
in the church. Though they claim to be 
believers yet cannot boast of winning a single 
soul untothe Lord. 

Faith confession: I will live daily to be on the 
side of the Lord and wining souls unto His 
glory. 

Let us pray: Lord! I pray that you give me the 
heart to hate evil, so that my life can win souls 
into your kingdom. Strengthen my heart also 
to overcome the temptation to sin. Amen 

Meditation: Isaiah 2:5-12 
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Strengthened loir Clirecutiness 


Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: 

1 am understanding; I have strength. Proverbs S:l4 


W e are strengthened for 
greatness by the power of the 
Lord. We pray for strength, 
how does strength come? The source of 
our strength as children of God in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is found in Ephesians 3:16, 
“...strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man...” We can see here that 
just like a car would get its strength from 
its engine, we get our strength to live from 
the spirit of the Lord. Now this strength is 
continuously inputted in our inner man. 
Howdo wedevelopthis inner man?This is 
the subject of our discussion for today. As 
contained in the anchor verse above - 
strength come through understanding. 
Remember earlier that Solomon, who 
wrote this proverb, started in Proverbs 8:1, 
to let us know that the two great secrets to 
greatness in the Lord are Wisdom and 
Understanding. And, we have discussed 
much about wisdom till now. Our focus 
now is on understanding. From the 
anchor verse, we see that understanding 
depends on how much counsel and sound 
wisdom we have. So, we can say that the 
only way to develop the inner man to 
become strengthened in the Lord is to 
seek counsel early and receive the level of 
knowledge that can make us have sound 
wisdom. Someone with counsel will 
definitely know how to guide his or her life 
out of temptation and all kinds of dangers. 


Those with sound wisdom are those who 
have laboured for years gathering 
information about lifeand howtosolvethe 
problems of life. This is why Jesus says, in 
Matthew 7:14 - “...strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it." Meaning, the 
road to success is meant for those few 
who are willing to receive counsel and 
expend theirtime and energy to search for 
knowledge that can lead to sound 
wisdom. Until this happens, the spirit of 
the Lord cannot strengthen your inner 
man. Your inner man is your mind. The 
more you study the Bible and take 
learning from the stories of others in the 
Bible, you will begin to see yourself 
succeeding more. Life depends on how 
much learning you have received, and 
howmuch learning you have applied. 

Faith confession: I am prepared fo seek 
right counsel from those better than me, 
and to increase my knowledge about God 
by studying my Bible. 

Let us pray: Lord, guide me on this path of 
greatness with your love. Strengthen my 
inner man with your spirit by your counsel 
and wisdom, so that I will live a life of 
success. Amen! 

Meditation: Ephesians3:14-21 
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ii he Reward of Having Good Understanding 


By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, 
and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. Proverbs 8:15-16 


W e become favoured to sit in 
positions of authority when 
people discover that we have 
good understanding concerning the issues 
of life, because we can only solve problems if 
we understand the issues surrounding the 
problem. You see, greatness comes when we 
are recognised to handle challenging 
situations. This is one area many Christians 
are missing it. They want favour from man, 
yet they have nothing to offer - no 
experience in solving problems. They want 
favour from the Lord, yet they don't 
u nderstand the gospel to the extent they can 
teach sound doctrine. People are favoured 
because their inner man has great 
experience to offer. This is why scripture 
says , in Luke 6:45 - “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is good ...for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh.” When people 
listen to us, it is that information inside they 
want to hear. Through what you say, people 
will know the kind of spirit working in you. 
Joseph was not favoured out of pity, he 
offered solution to a king. Daniel was not 
favoured out of sympathy, he also offered 
solution to a king. There are so many people 
out there looking for who will pity them. 
Christianity is not a life of pity or expecting 
sympathy - it is a life filled with information 
to lead life. While in the wilderness, the Lord 
singled out only those who had what it takes 
to build His terbancle - Exodus 31:1-11. 
Moses was trained as an Egyptian prince for 
40 years, and later had to serve his in-law for 


another 40 years. During these years, God 
was building strength and resilience in him 
before he could mount the authority of 
leadership. All the experiences you had in 
life are trainings to enable you develop and 
be ready to serve. Jesus grew as a carpenter 
for 30 years. Peter was a successful 
fisherman with his own boat. Paul was a 
successful lawyer. David was a successful 
Shepard with the mind of a warrior that 
made him to defeat Goliath. Success in life is 
not for the feebleminded. We must 
encourage our children to be strong and 
courageous to succeed. Encourage them to 
be good in hard subjects like mathematics, it 
will helpthem developfast reasoning ability. 
As we can see from the anchor verse, we can 
sit in positions of authority and recognition if 
we have the needed knowledge and 
understanding. Be encouraged today. The 
stories in the Bible were written so that you 
can learn from them and become useful to 
yourself, to God and society. 

Faith confession: I am determined to 
succeed. I cannot be a failure in life. My 
heart is fixed on success. I will also 
encourage my children to be strong and 
victorious always. 

Let us pray: Lord! releaseyourstrength into 
my inner man. Let me be encouraged to go 
against the storm of life. Help me to reach for 
greater heights of success. Amen! 

Meditation: Joshua 1:5-7 
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Seeking the Virtues of n line# Loire! 


I love them that love me; and those that 
seek me early shall find me. Proverbs 8:17 


T he virtues of the Lord are glorious. 
This was why scripture says in 
Isaiah 52:14, “...his visage was so 
marred more than any man, and his form 
more than the sons of men.” Meaning, our 
Lord cannot be compared with the physical 
beauty we see. There is none compared to 
Him. In Revelations 5:12, we are toldof how 
the throne of the Lord was established 
forever - “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing.” Let us go back to our 
anchor verse-the Lord love those who love 
Him and those that come to Him early in 
their life shall inherit His qualities. Can we 
see why it is important that we train and 
lead our children in the way of the Lord 
early, so that they too can succeed in life 
early as Jesus did - finding favour with God 
and man (Luke 2:52). Now, we also see 
another confirmation in scripture that the 
Lord - and heaven love those who follow 
the bidding and instructions of the Lord in 
John 14:23, “Jesus answered and said unto 
him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him." You see this, the host of heaven 
want to dwell in your house. This is one 
reason I keep warning our women not to 
dress seductively because they will end up 
making their home unattractive to the Lord. 
Those who find the Lord are those who 
really regards Him (Psa. 15). Even if we 


keep claiming we are joint heirs with 
Christ, can we also claim that we earn the 
respect of angels to the extent we can real ly 
benefit from all that was mentioned in 
Revelations 5:12? You cannot be in Christ 
and not have power, riches, wisdom, 
strength, honour, glory and blessings. A 
joint heir is a co-owner. Why are we not 
experiencing all these? It is because the 
Lord has not made His abode with us. 
When He sent His disciples out to minister 
and preach the gospel, He said they should 
abide in homes that are worthy (Matt. 
10:11). He had His last supper in a 
particular home too. Can the Lord have 
dinner in your home? Are you ready to 
welcome Him when he come visiting? Is 
your home worthy of the Lord's virtues? If 
we want His love, we must demonstrate to 
Him that we equally love Him and will not 
live a life that offends Him. 

Faith confession: I love the Lord and I am 
certain He loves me too. I will continue to 
sustain His love by doing those things that 
pleases Him. 

Let us pray: Lord! Help me to love you 
always by doing the things you wish me to 
live by. Help my soul to always seek you and 
those things that pleases you. I am all yours 
oh Lord. Use me to fulfil your wish. I am 
ready to serve. Amen! 

Meditation: Luke9:23-26 


Fruitful Vine /17 














Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 


Riches and Honour by Understanding 


Riches and honour are with me; 
yea, durable riches and righteousness. Proverbs 8:18 


T oday, we continue with our 
discussion of yesterday. The Lord is 
endowed with everlasting riches and 
honour, which He earned in righteousness. 
You see, earlier we were made to know in 
Proverbs 8:1, that success is dependent on 
how much wisdom and understanding we 
derive from studying the word of God or 
listening to the voice of the Lord. How does 
understanding brings riches and honour? Let 
us take some scripture portions to explain 
this. The first is Proverbs 18:16, “A man's gift 
maketh room for him, and bringeth him 
before great men.” Meaning that we are 
accepted by great men because of the gift in 
our hand. The understanding here is that we 
need to give a pleasant gift to our superiors in 
the office or those whom you need favour 
from during their birthdays or whenever they 
are celebrating. Even if you do not have a gift, 
you can render a service that impresses and 
catches their fancy, yet in righteousness and 
not in sin. You do not seek favour by 
committing sin against the Lord. Your gift can 
also be like that of Joseph - a gift from the 
Lord to interpret dreams. Your gift can also be 
a divine talent - intelligence or prowess in 
areas that the particular great man is in need 
of help. One of the early benefits of 
presenting gifts to those we want help from is 
attention. They are willing to listen to us, but 
do not start begging. Sustain the contact 
while praying that the Lord meet your needs. 
It is only the Lord that can instruct humans to 
favour you. Another scripture portion I want 
to bring in this discussion is Ecclesiastes 
10:20, “...curse not the rich ..."You do not hate 


those who have what you are in need of. 
Riches and honour are like little children - 
they come to those who love them. You 
cannot love little children without loving their 
parents. So, if you want riches, you should 
also learn to pray for those who already have 
them. Is this not how God say we can be 
blessed through Abraham in Genesis 12:3, 
“...I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.” Meaning, 
we need to bless those who are already 
blessed by God to become blessed by God. 
This is why in Matthew 25:29, scripture says- 
“For unto everyone that hath shall be given, 
and he shall have abundance: but from him 
that hath not shall be taken away even that 
which he hath.” Since, riches and honour 
received in righteousness from the Lord are 
everlasting (Prov. 10:22), the understanding is 
that we stay and be useful to those that are 
blessed by the Lord, to receive our own 
blessings. 

Faith confession: I understand that to 
become successful in life, I need to 
appreciate whomever the Lord has blessed, 
who will become the source to my own 
blessings. 

Let us pray: Guide my footsteps oh Lord to 
those you have positioned to become my 
source of breakthrough in life and give me the 
heart of appreciation and obedience to serve 
them for the release of my inheritance. Amen! 

Meditation: 1Kings3:5-13 
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ii he# Firuit of Understanding 


My fruit is better than gold , yea, than fine gold; 
and my revenue than choice silver. Proverbs 8:19 


O ne mistake that people often make 
is to pray for wealth without asking 
themselves if they have the 
understanding to manage riches. This is the 
focus for today's devotional. We have 
discussed these earlier, when we said we 
need to have the right knowledge and 
wisdom to solving problems. Here, I want us 
to talk about financial education. Many know 
howto invest but do not know howto manage 
their investment. Some always think that 
they are good at everything, but by 
understanding you should know your 
weaknesses and strengths. We are in life to 
support one another. This is why Jesus says, 
in Matthew 18:20 - “For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.” Two or three - not a 
crowd. Scripture establishes that it is easier 
for two people to work together in agreement 
(Matt. 18:19). The third person is there forthe 
purpose of balance. Also, in financial 
management, we do not discuss financial 
issues with a crowd. This is how we are 
guided by scripture. The anchor verse talks of 
the benefit of having good understanding of 
scripture verses. And, what we just 
discussed is one fruit of understanding we 
can get from scripture. Another one talks 
about walking in agreement with the Lord in 
Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?" If we walk in agreement 
with His purpose, He is willing to allow us to 
receive all our heart desires. This is why the 
anchor verse says that the fruit of 
understanding intheways oftheLord is more 
than gold and silver. Let your heart desire 


agree with the intentions of the Lord. Let your 
will be powered by the will of the Lord. Do not 
do anything outside the plan and purpose of 
the Lord. If you have a business partner and 
you want the Lord to bless your business, 
then your business partner has no choice but 
to be on the side of the Lord else your 
business will not receive the peace of the 
Lord. For young people - do not marry a 
brother or sister because you see them in 
church raising hands in praise. Marry 
someone with the heart of the Lord, else your 
marriage will suffer lack. You see, those who 
don't walk with the Lord are not associates 
you must keep in life. They are agents of the 
devourer, and soonerthan you bring them in, 
you will notice the winds of evil blowing away 
your investment. Therefore, before engaging 
in any financial endeavour, ensure that you 
have agreed with the Lord, and that the spirit 
of the Lord has giving you understanding 
concerning the matter. Then, as you venture 
out pray that the Lord give you partners that 
can makeyourinvestmenttosucceed. 

Faith confession: I am willing to wait on the 
Lord to give me understanding before I 
venture into any business or take any 
financial decision. 

Let us pray: Lord, give me understanding 
concerning my financial status. Lead me to 
those that fear you for guidance on financial 
investment. Let my heart always walk in your 
light. Amen! 

Meditation: Luke 14:28-30 


Fruitful Vine /19 












Su Mo 

Tu We 

Th 

:fSr Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu We 

Th Fr Sa 

fcV 2019 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 11 

12 13 14 

15 16 

17 18 

19 

20 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 




I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths ofjudgment: 
That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; 
and I will fill their treasures. Proverbs 8:20-21 


W e are back to righteousness 
again. When we talk of 
righteousness, we see many no 
longer interested in the gospel of the Lord. 
They will say-“why do I need righteousness 
when Christ is our righteousness?” Then, I 
always open John 15:1-5, “I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit hetaketh 
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit. Now ye are clean through the word 
which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bearfruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” I 
want us to go through the lines of this 
sayings of the Lord carefully. Christ is the 
righteousness of God (Heb. 1:8), and we 
became righteous by Christ (Philippians 
1:11). If we read again from above, we will 
come across where Christ says we must 
abide in Him. How can we abide in Him? It is 
by a leading voice (Isaiah 30:21). This is 
where our anchor verse comes in. By 
understanding, we are led in the way of 
righteousness so that we are not guilty of 
thejudgement ofthe Lord. And if we sustain 
the leading voice in the form of the 
understanding we get from the spirit of the 
Lord, we will experience great riches and 
wealth. We are still talking about how 2020 
will become a year of great substance for 


the children of God. Christ has empowered 
us with the voice ofthe Holy Spirit, to lead us 
on the path of righteousness so that we do 
not lack anything. Are you ready for the 
great treasures of the Lord? It is time we 
become bonded with the Lord, as His 
branches. Matthew 6:33 says that we must 
be ready to follow the culture of heaven 
(seek ye first the kingdom of God) and to 
follow Christ (His righteousness), before we 
can experience great increase in life. It is 
good to complain, but how has our constant 
complaints help us out of poverty? Why not 
take a bold step to follow the promptings of 
the Lord - to surrender and learn the 
wisdom and understanding that the Holy 
Ghost brings in Christ. We abide in Christ for 
theangelsto recognise us as supporting the 
cause of salvation, and we are blessed in 
return. 

Faith confession: I am determined to 
continue to followthe Lord to learn His ways 
and live according to the direction of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Let us pray: Lord! help me to follow you 
always. No matter how stubborn I might be, 
still encourage my inner man to follow your 
instructions by your spirit. Let me always 
rememberthat I have no life outside the one 
you earned for me. Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Corinthians 15:33-34; 
Matthew 10:32; Luke 12:8 
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The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
before his works of old. Proverbs 8:22 


I f the Lord Himself acquired wisdom and 
understanding before He created the 
heavens and the earth, and established 
His authority over His creation, it equally 
shows that the reason many fail in life is 
because they lack wisdom and 
understanding. This fact is also supported in 
Proverbs 8:23-32, and by another scripture - 
Proverbs 3:19, “The Lord by wisdom hath 
founded the earth; by understanding hath he 
established the heavens.” When Jesus was 
born, He spent 30 good years learning. This 
we understand when He was 12 years old and 
went to test His knowledge as one would 
defend a thesis before other doctors of 
philosophy - Luke 2:46, “And it came to pass, 
that after three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them 
questions.” Jesus was outspoken. If we want 
to follow Him too, we must learn to be 
outspoken. Jesus never sat down to be 
favoured by others. He worked hard for the 
regard and fame He earned in life. Even when 
He was without sin, He went to John the 
Baptist to be baptised (Matt. 3:13-15). This is 
how we learn from the path that Jesus 
walked. He was learned. He was hardworking 
and determined to succeed (John 9:4). He 
recognised authorities (Matt. 22:21). He was 
full of grace (John 1:14). All these He achieved 
by the anointing by the Holy Ghost - Acts 
10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power..." This 
last portion of scripture we just read gave us 
the clue of how Jesus became the Christ, the 
moment the Holy Ghost came upon Him in 


Matthew 3:16-17, “And Jesus, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a 
voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God is 
pleased with us when we yield to His 
ordinances. How did Jesus know He needed 
to be baptised first? It is because He 
understood the way of God through learning 
about God. This is why He told John the 
Baptist that He must fulfil all righteousness. 
Through wisdom and understanding, Jesus 
knew what must be done first before the 
heavens will open upon Him. This is why we 
need to possess wisdom and understanding 
about the issues of life - in business (learn the 
trade and seek counsel from successful 
business men); in ministry (know your Bible 
and let your Bible know you); in marriage 
(learn from older successful couples and 
understand the purpose of marriage from the 
Bible - attend sound marriage class), etc. In 
all, be guided by the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

Faith confession: I will lead my life 
henceforth with sound wisdom and 
understanding. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, let me be guided in 
your wisdom and understanding. Open my 
ears and eyes to see beyond the physical and 
teach me howto lead my life. Amen! 

Meditation: Luke 2:40; Colossians 3:16; 
Psalms 119:73 
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Having th© Mind of th© Loire! 


Hear instruction , ancl be wise, 
and refuse it not. Proverbs 8:33 


J esus always tell His audience to hear 
His words. To hear is to receive 
instruction. This is why scripture says 
in 1 Corinthians 2:16, “For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
him? But we have the mind of Christ." 
Anyone desiring to live a life that pleases the 
Lord must be ready to receive instructions. 
To David, the Lord said in Psalms32:8-“I will 
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine 
eye.” This is why the anchor verse says that 
hearing instruction makes us wise. If there is 
one problem facing our youths today, it isthe 
inability to receive instructions. We receive 
instruction to build godly characters. We 
refuse instruction when we murmur. The 
children of Israel suffered greatly in the 
wilderness when they murmured against 
God's instructions. Many of them died and 
the Bible referred to them as stiff-necked 
people. When we al ready settle for a solution 
before we seek the counsel of the Lord, we 
end up rejecting Him altogether. If we must 
work with the Lord, we must be prepared to 
walk through unfamiliar paths with Him. 
This is why Hesaid in Isaiah 42:16, “And I will 
bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I 
will lead them in paths that they have not 
known: I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight. These 
things will I do unto them, and not forsake 
them.” The problem we have and the reason 
we often reject instruction is because we 
always think that we are already wise. But, 
from the scripture we just read, the Lord is 
saying that we are blind, and to follow Him 


we need to be ready to walk through the 
paths we have not known. Meaning, we must 
depend on His guidance and direction. This 
implies that instructions are like maps of 
destiny. It is like using a google map 
navigator in an unfamiliar terrain. The 
challenges of life are unfamiliar if you would 
ask me. This is why we need good 
instructions. Sound decisions are made 
from sound instructions. Can you take some 
minutes to ask the Lord to give you 
instructions on what to do concerning a 
challenge you might be facing right now? 
Can we pray under the instruction of the 
Lord? Do you listen to hear instruction by His 
Spirit while driving? Do you usually ask the 
Lord to i nstruct you on who to meet and what 
to say when you are faced with difficulties? 
You can begin to develop an instruction- 
based relationship with the Lord henceforth. 
You hear His voice to be instructed as He did 
to Moses (Deut. 4:36). Ask now-and He will 
speaktoyou. Only be attentive. 

Faith confession: I will henceforth ask for 
the Lord's instruction before I take any 
decision. 

Let us pray: Lord, I need your instruction 
every day, so that I will not live a life of 
regrets. Even if I forget, please invade my 
thoughts with your instruction on what 
decision I should take. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms25:12; Psalms86:11 
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Attentive to IHIecmr 


Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the posts of my doors. Proverbs 8:34 


F rom yesterday, we learnt that the 
Lord is willing to instruct us on the 
way and path to take. The question 
is how often should we expect these 
instructions? Our anchor verse above says 
we must wait for His instructions daily. We 
must watch at the gates and wait at the 
posts of His doors. We must be filled with 
expectations. This is why we study the 
word of God every morning to receive 
guidance for the day. This is what the 
anchor verse is saying, that we should 
never step out without seeking 
understanding from the lord concerning 
the new day. He made the new day; it is also 
proper that we ask Him of what is in the 
new day. What did the Lord tell you will 
happen as you stepped out today? If you 
did not hear His voice, you can ask Him to 
guide you now. He said in John 15:5, “I am 
the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing.” You see why a life without 
His guidance is a life of mistakes and the 
reason we fail always in whatever we do? 
How long do you want to keep making 
mistakes? It is time to know that you must 
wait for Him. Never be in a hurry. Hear Him 
speak. The devil knows how to hurry us up 
so that we will not remember to ask the 
Lord for direction. I will encourage you to 
take out time to be alone in a quiet place - 
say 30 minutes or an hour, to reason with 
Him concerning a decision you are about to 


take. Write down all the suggestions that 
come into your heart. Close your eyes and 
see if you will see a scripture verse appear 
before you or hear a word. If you heard a 
scripture verse, write it down and quickly 
open it. Read it over and over until it make 
sense and you can begin to see a 
relationship between the scripture portion 
and the situation you are meditating on. 
Sometimes, you might read a scripture 
passage and you will think there is no 
connection. Keep quiet for a while, and you 
will begin to draw meaning out of it. To hear 
from the Lord is not as easy as we think. We 
can take learning from Elijah in 1 Kings 
19:1-13. I pray that the Lord give you the 
wisdom and understanding to keep waiting 
on Him. As we said earlier, do not allow the 
situation to lead you, but lead the situation 
with the instruction from the Lord. 

Faith confession: My heart is ready to 
receive your instructions and counsel oh 
Lord. Kindly speak to me before I go out 
every morning. I want to hear from you 
Lord. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, As I yield my heart 
every day to you in worship, open my 
understanding to receive your word 
without argument. Help me to always 
follow your instructions. My ears are open 
Lord. I am ready. Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Kings 19:1-13 
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For whoso findeth me findeth life, 
and shall obtain favour of the Lord. Proverbs 8:35 


T o have life is to live a life of wisdom 
and understanding. Meaning, it is a 
life of caution guided by the spirit of 
the Lord, and not a life of “die by fire.” How 
many people did those who have succeeded 
in life killed with holy ghost fire? I talk to 
successful people often, and one thing I 
have heard is their commitment to seek for 
information. They have their pastor to guide 
them spiritually and what to do to attract the 
favour of God. They have friends to call on 
when the need arises. Those that mig ht even 
run to your aid are those you have tagged as 
enemies and you want to “die by fire.” See, 
“die by fire" prayer is deceit. You should ask 
those pastors if it was “die by fire” prayers 
that bought them the cars or the houses they 
have amassed, if you spend all through the 
night killing your enemies, when will you 
have time to plan for the next day? Have you 
considered your blood pressure, alias BP? 
Do you know that when you have sleepless 
nights often that your mental intelligence 
will reduce? My candid advice is that 
believers need to learn characters that can 
make their enemies to be at peace with 
them. We must learn how to approach our 
neighbours kindly and peacefully. I often 
hear people command God in their prayers. 
Jesus gave us the process of getting 
answers to our desires. The first is in 
Matthew 10:32, “Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in heaven.” 
And, the second is in Luke 12:8, 
“...Whosoevershall confess me before men, 


him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God..." You must preach and 
teach the gospel, that is how we earn 
heavenly attention and not by commanding 
God. The Lord has already given us life in 
abundance (John 10:10), we only need to 
follow His instructions to receive life. If you 
feel that one evil altar is responsible for your 
woes, my brother and sister, you do not have 
Christ yet. Quietly meet Him today and let 
Him come into your life. Then, start to study 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John to learn about the personality of Jesus. 
Attend church services regularly provided 
your pastor can preach to encourage you 
and can also teach sound doctrine to enable 
you grow in your knowledge of Christ. 
Sometimes pastors organise long fasting in 
the beginning of the year because they are 
afraid of losing their members, not because 
they heard from the Lord. To be frank, the 
Lord will neverdemand such lengthy days of 
fasting from you. He needs you more in the 
field to win souls than lock you inside 
fasting. 

Faith confession: I am ready to live by the 
understanding that the Lord gives to me to 
live a fruitful life. 

Let us pray: Lord, teach me to preach and 
teach your word, so that you can mention 
me to your angels and our father in heaven 
for recognition and upliftment in life. Amen! 

Meditation: Job 1:8; Proverbs 16:7 
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But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: 
all they that hate me love death. Proverbs 8:36 


T he anchor verse for today's 
devotional is similar to Hosea 4:6-7, 
“My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge: because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou 
shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast 
forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget 
thy children. As they were increased, so they 
sinned against me: therefore will I change 
their glory into shame.” Is it the devil that 
brought shame upon the children of Israel 
from what we just read? No! It was God that 
did it to punish them for their rejection of 
knowledge. As we read through this portion 
in Hosea, we see the anger and fury of the 
Lord as they continually rejected His 
instruction not to worship idols. The Lord 
even vowed to forget their children. I don't 
want God to reject my children, so I serve 
Him every day. I don't want my glory to be 
turned into shame, so I wait for His 
instruction daily. I will really encourage you 
to open up your heart to learn more about 
the Lord. You do not need a “die by fire” 
pastor or prophet. What you need is a sound 
teacher of the word and mysteries of the 
Lord. You also need a very good Bible 
dictionary and Commentary in the occasion 
you don't have a pastor who can teach you 
without allowing his personal needs distract 
him. I believe that it is the Lord that rewards 
His servants, and I try not to use my personal 
needs to interpret Bible verses. The anchor 
verse says that doing things outside the will 
of the Lord is death. We hate the Lord when 
we hate His instructions. Teachers always 
love students who take their subjects 


seriously. The Holy Ghost is always around 
them that listen to Him. This is why scripture 
advised in the book of Revelations that “He 
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches.” As we conclude the 
8th chapter of the book of Proverbs, I am 
enthusiastic that His wisdom will continue 
to guide you from now onwards. I advise that 
you sustain your relationship with the Lord 
through seeking His counsel and instruction 
concerning any matter before you take your 
decision. Leading a life without His guidance 
is dangerous. It is the reason many 
businesses are dying. The quickest source of 
failure is not giving time to studying your 
Bible, and even having knowledge of the 
information around you. The reason God 
gave you eyes and ears is to be aware of your 
position and to also see what others are 
doing and hear their own story of success. 
Do not close your mind to these. Preach and 
teach the gospel. You will not be the only one 
to enter heaven. Help others to discover their 
place in the Lord, also. 

Faith confession: I will continue to apply 
wisdom in what I do. I will live under the 
guidance of the Lord. I am willing to obey the 
instructions of the Lord. 

Let us pray: Oh Lord! let your wisdom fill my 
soul. Lead me through the path of 
righteousness with your wisdom and 
understanding. Instruct me daily to follow 
yourfootstep. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms73:24-28 
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ii he Spirit of Christmas 

For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. Matthew 12:8 


Y esterday was December 25th, and 
the world gathered to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. Many have said there 
is no need to gather as believers this day 
because history-laden believers have 
always found one thing or the other to 
connect this day with idolatry. How can a 
day the Lord made to rejoice in Him be given 
to idols? To me, this day is a day of sober 
reflection. It is a day to reflect on your 
relationship with the Lord. One important 
thing I see in the celebration of Christmas is 
the rest that happen around the whole world 
as people take out time to visit friends and 
relatives, and to prepare their mind for the 
coming year. I have seen believers take out 
this last week of the year to also fast and 
connect with the Lord. The anchor verse 
says that Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath. 
What is sabbath? It simply mean rest. If the 
whole world gathers to rest on Christmas 
season, what other time do we have to 
preach the gospel of rest if not now? We read 
of how Paul used the “to the unknown God” 
inscription in Athens in Acts 17:22-32, to 
preach the good news. In verse 27-28, he 
said “that they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us: 
For in him we live, and move, and have our 
being; ascertain also of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring." You see 
this? Instead of engaging in fruitless 
theology of birthday and no birthday, why 
don't we concentrate on the message that 
Christ instructed us to give to the world and 


do the things He said we should do? This 
was exactly what the apostles did - Mark 
16:20, “...they went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs 
following." I have decided to bring this 
discussion on this day 26 because this is 
when gifts are given to the needy and well- 
wishers, hence it is called boxing day - 
because the boxes of gifts will be opened 
today. I encourage you to leave those carried 
away with the date of birth of Christ to focus 
on the purpose of Christ. Do not forget to 
honour Him this season with a soul. This is 
very dear to our Lord. Also, do not forget to 
reflect on the life you livedthisyear, and how 
you want to become more useful in His 
vineyard in 2020. Have you given a gift to 
someone very dear to you today? It is time to 
do this. Put smile on someone's face. This is 
the spirit of Christmas. 

Faith confession: With this understanding, 
I will use this week to win souls unto the 
Lord and preach the good news of rest that 
He came to give to mankind. 

Let us pray: Lord! Give me the heart to 
preach and teach yourword throughout this 
week. Restore my lost glory and let 2020 be a 
betteryearforme. Remind me where I might 
have gone wrong all these years, so that I 
will not make the same mistake in 2020. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 118:24; Isaiah 25:1-9 
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ii he Ixpiressiom of IL©v© 


Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every¬ 
one that loveth is horn of God, and knoweth God. 1 John 4:7 


A fter you gave out gifts yesterday, 
today I want us to discuss the 
expression of love and how it 
enhances our relationship with the Lord. 
Love is described by most dictionaries as a 
strong positive emotion of regard and 
affection. Often this definition and 
widespread perception has made many to 
see love as a deep feeling for the opposite 
sex, and as such many have learned to 
hate Love, as being the reason for their 
distrust. Many of those who seldom 
preach about it do so only as a means to 
extort money from others. Yet the Bible 
preachesthat love would heal ourwounds, 
and to ascertain this fact, God sent down 
His only begotten son as a show of love. 
What, then, is Love? The anchor verse for 
today clearly shows the intent of the 
apostle. Here, love is seen as the image 
and likeness of God. From verse 8-11, the 
apostle went further to explain the full 
essence of love thus - “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love. In this 
was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also 
to love one another." The breath you have 
in you today is a gift of Love from God. You 
cannot live without it. Love can take you to 
any height of achievement in life. You are 


born with love inside you, but often 
humans lose it to the quest for territorial 
control, as they begin to suspect every one 
that comes closer to them. Even, today - 
we suspect our spouse and families as 
plotting evil against us. This matter has 
been made worse by the multiplicity of 
prophets, prophetesses and soothsayers. 
The problem we have is that the more we 
confess that we love others, the more we 
also find reasons to doubt our profession. 
This is because humans are driven by 
subtle emotions with selfish intentions. 
Human love can only strive on mutual 
benefit grounds, but it is not so with God. 
This is why the apostle also wrote in 1 John 
4:19 - “We love him, because he first loved 
us.” Can we love unconditionally? Use this 
season to show love to those who you 
always think hates you. This is what we call 
unconditional love. 

Faith confession: I am a child of God. 
Since God is love, I have also decided to 
demonstrate love this season. I will always 
greet others with smileon myface. 

Let us pray: Lord - please sow a seed of 
unconditional love in me. Help me to love 
those who hate me and let me 
demonstrate your personality in me this 
season. Amen! 

Meditation: Luke6:35; 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
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Living Beyond n his Physical Realm 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14 


W hat happens beyond our 
physical senses? Beyond this 
visible world, exists a 
community of immortal beings attending to 
the spiritual needs of humans. We have 
come across instances in the Bible that 
shows that we live among immortal beings. 
The idea of spirits has been in existence 
since ancient times. Some have reported 
encounters with dead relatives, and many 
have reported to have seen ghosts in 
mortuaries and cemeteries. This takes us 
into the appreciation that, for every natural 
situation going on, there is a supernatural 
mechanism working behind, which would 
defy human reasoning capability. We 
cannot be so natural to exist with God who 
is a Spirit. What does it mean to be natural? 
Before we answer this question, let us go 
back to the anchor scripture and 
understand why it is good for us to move 
into the spiritual realm in thoughts and 
action. As seen from our verse for today, the 
natural man does not receive the things of 
the spirit, because they look foolish to him 
or her. The natural man also finds it hard to 
understand the move of God because, we 
must be in the spirit to also understand this. 
To be spiritual is to be instructed by the 
Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:13). The benefit of 
being spiritual is that we become used to 
spiritual experiences and we are given 
express authority to judge all things (1 Cor. 
2:15), as we begin to live by the mind of God 
(1 Cor. 2:16). To be natural is to engage in 
envying, and strife, and divisions (1 Cor. 


3:3). Meaning, if we notice any of these 
characters in us or among the brethren, we 
should knowthatthespiritofthe Lord is not 
working among us. Let us study Psalms 
51:10-12, “Createin meaclean heart,OGod; 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from thy presence; and take not 
thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy 
free spirit.” Meaning, the natural man is one 
with a dirty heart and working with an evil 
spirit (or spirit of destruction). The natural 
man is not accepted by God but cast out of 
His presence because they do not have the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, they do not 
experience the joy of the Lord's salvation 
and certainly not guided by the Spirit of the 
Lord. The natural life is a life of confusion 
and contemplation. It is time we embrace 
the spirt of the Lord. This should be your 
earnest desire from now on, as you study 
His word daily. 

Faith confession: I cannot live without 
your steadfast spirit working in me oh Lord. 
I am filled with the power of Christ by His 
Holy Spirit. I will not experience failure of 
any kind. 

Let us pray: Lord! I pray you uphold me 
always by your unfailing spirit. Let my heart 
continue to embrace your commandments 
and guide me by your discretion - dear 
Lord. Amen! 

Meditation: Ezekiel 11:19-21 
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in ii he 




Therefore I say unto you. What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. Mark 11:24 


T he year is gradually drawing its 
curtain to a close. Are we going to 
remain the same - without any 
improvement spiritually and physically in 
2020? Are we going to enter 2020 with 
disappointments and without a clue of how 
to lead a successful life? What have we 
learnt as we studied the word of God 
throughout this year? You see, we will look 
at the story of Esau and Jacob, and how 
Esau became confused after Jacob had 
gotten all the blessings from their father. 
Our situation of need is not different from 
this. In Genesis 27:40, Isaac told Esau that 
he can only overcome his shame when he 
shall become restless. And Jonah prayed in 
the belly of the fish as seen in Jonah 2:1- in 
the midst of confusion, and God answered 
him: “Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his 
God from the fish's belly.” God did not give 
us the spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). The 
disciples of Jesus became so bold after 
they encountered the supernatural power 
of the Holy Spirit. Talk to your destiny - I 
reject shame. Emphasise it in your spirit - I 
reject a life of sorrow. Confess it to your 
inner man - I am born to reign. Mean it in 
your spirit - I am victorious. Amen! This is 
how to come out of a life of disgrace. You 
become so aware of your I ife - every second 
and minute. You no longer waste time 
discussing nonsense with others. You are 
now more concerned with how your life can 
improve, and how the cloak of shame can 
be taken away. Now that you are ready to 
commune with God concerning this matter, 


we need to take learning from the advice of 
the Lord, in Matthew 6:6, “But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly.” Again, we read in Isaiah 1:18-19, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land.” These two 
scripture portions are important to us. You 
don't need to shout. Go into your room. Look 
into your life and pray for Him to recreate 
you so that those ugly and shameful 
characters that take help from you will not 
follow you into 2020. Then, be willing to 
serve and obey His instructions. This is how 
to come out of shame. 

Faith confession: I have made up my mind 
to live a life that pleases the Lord. I will 
continue to work on my character and 
repent from every evil character that brings 
shame upon me. 

Let us pray: O Lord! as 2019 draws to a 
close, I pray that you help me to discover my 
faults and give me the spirit to change the 
habits, attitudes and behaviours that does 
not representyou. Amen! 

Meditation: Matthew4:16-17 
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Do not lie# Intimidated 


The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; 
hail stones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered 
them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them. Psalms 18:13-14 


A re you still afraid of the enemy? 
The anchor verse says they are no 
more. Now hear this - when Christ 
started His ministry on Earth, the disciples 
of John the Baptist abandoned John for 
Jesus Christ. The Snake of Moses 
swallowed pharaoh's weak snakes. Daniel 
participated in dream interpretation and 
dominated the kingdom to the extent the 
King has to worship him. As Believers we 
are not in an earthly race to be considered 
for an earthly price by any earthly authority 
because we already have hold on any kind 
of reward we need. God created the Earth 
out of darkness. And if God cannot be 
intimidated, I see no reason why you are 
failing. Elijah was a prophet yet with great 
authority that he could challenge the 
worshippers of Baal in the midst of other 
prophets then in Israel. What is holding 
you? You are a conqueror with a brand-new 
fire. Smile - God loves you. He is in you now- 
shake your body, swing your arms around, 
jog around, you are blessed already. I really 
want you to enter into 2020 with the mind of 
a conqueror. It is not a time to anticipate 
failure. It is a time to strengthen your inner 
man with the power of His resurrection. We 
have discussed so far how it is the will of the 
Lord that you live a glorious life. One verse 
of the Bible that triggers me to desire good 
things in life is the prayer of Jesus Christ in 
John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self with the glory which 
I had with thee before the world was.” But, 
before this would happen there was a price 


that He would pay- the price to become the 
precious Lamb of God on the cross. The 
Lord is empowering you this coming yearto 
take over, you only need to keep being by 
His side. Stand for what He stand for. Dothe 
things that makes Him glad. Surrender 
continually to His will for your life. No 
arguments! If you are sure your pastor is 
truly speaking from the Lord, then receive 
him always as the church in Corinth 
received Titus, in 2 Corinthians 7:15 - “And 
his inward affection is more abundant 
toward you, whilst he remembereth the 
obedience of you all, how with fear and 
trembling ye received him.” They received 
him with so much respect and provided for 
his needs (2 Cor. 7:13), and for that his love 
for them as a church also increased. Is it 
important to have the love of your pastor for 
early breakthrough? Yes - very important, 
because your situation becomes a burden 
that he will continue to pray unto the Lord 
for you to have an early breakthrough. 

Faith confession: I am secured in the love 
of the Lord. I am victorious because He is 
my Lord and saviour. I am determined to 
keep serving Him with my whole life. 

Let us pray: Lord, guide me in your love and 
establish me in your grace. Let 2020 be an 
uncommon year of victory for me on every 
side as I continue to serve you. Amen! 

Meditation: Revelations 15:3-4 
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Mlove Into iili With Gireiee 


I/k/ of his fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace. .John 1:16 


A s we step into this new 2020 - we 
shall continue to receive blessings 
and uncommon grace to succeed. 
Without His grace you are nowhere near 
success. We all need God's grace to sustain 
our spiritual growth. Christ explained to us 
in the book of John chapter 14:21 that 
unless we do His commandments, we do 
not love Him: “He who has My 
commandments and keeps them, it is he 
who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be 
loved by My Father, and I will love him and 
manifest Myself to him.” We can also take 
learning from Noah in Genesis 6:8-9, “But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

... Noah was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God.” 
We repent of our sins because we do not 
want to carry the burden of suffering. 
Handover your sorrows and pains to Jesus 
and let Him become your anchor of 
salvation. Never you try to do anything in 
2020 without His approval. Let your 
dependence on grace improve from this 
night. Let the Lord know that without Him 
you are not ready to move forward. This was 
exactly what Moses did in Exodus 33:13, 
“Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found 
grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way...” 
You see, Moses was not ready to proceed 
until he was sure the Lord was with Him 
(Exo. 33:15). Moses is not one common 
man that does not know what he wants 
from the Lord. Now, hear what he 
understood as the evidence of the grace of 
the Lord, in verse 16 - “For wherein shall it 


be known here that I and thy people have 
found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou 
goest with us?" The presence of the Lord 
around you is the evidence of grace. This is 
your portion in 2020.1 implore you to always 
seek God's anointing by using the anointing 
oil on your forehead and prophesying to 
yourself every day. What you are doing by 
this act is bringing the presence of God 
upon yourself so that you can exist under 
His supernatural influence of grace. It is a 
command not to let the oil dry on your 
forehead (Eccl. 9:8). Anywhere you go, 
people will look at you and see a shining 
star. In this 2020, nobody will turn you away; 
they'll see you and attend to your needs. 
From grass to grace, glory to glory, you shall 
be promoted. The King of kings has 
answered yourcall. Hope you are set forthe 
cross-over service? Happy New Year! Go 
with the Immanuel cloud of His presence in 
2020-Amen! 

Faith confession: I am filled with the grace 
of the Lord. I will not take any decision in 
2020 until I am sure of the presence of the 
Lord. 

Let us pray: Lord, how amiable is your 
grace. Guide my inner mind in your grace. 
Sustain me in your grace. Let me achieve 
my heart desires in 2020 by your grace. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 34:7; 2 John 1:3; 2 
Corinthians 13:14 
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If you are not born again, you may have studied this devotional as 
literary material and will not receive the spirit therein. You can make a 
decision to correct that now by saying this covenant confession: 

Lord Jesus, I know now that you died for my sins. I believe and confess 
you as my Lord and Saviour. Please come into my life and dwell inside me. 

If you just said this confession, you should locate a spirit-filled church 
to join in fellowship with them - let the pastor know you just gave 
your life to Christ and you will be directed on what to do next. 
Salvation is a personal race and you must be serious with it. 

You can also call us through the numbers below: 

+2348076190064; +234-8086737791. 

Or send the author an email: umonthoja@yahoo.com 



If you are led to support this WORK financially, 

You can contact the author on umonthoja@yahoo.com 
Or send your contribution as “Devotional Support” to: 


Account Name: Royal Diamonds Int'l Church 
Account No: 2018430512 
Bank: First Bank of Nigeria Limited 
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